










7TH CONGRESS OF ASIA ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENTISTS (AAMLS 2023) 
in conjunction with 32ND NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE OF MIMLS 
 
SPEAKER’S CV 
 
10th October 2023 (Monday) 
 

Time Topic, Speaker and CV 

10:00-10:30 Keynote Lecture: 
The Changing Landscape of the Medical Laboratories: What’s the New Normal? 
Dr Tengku Norita Tengku Yazid  
Head of National Pathology Services, Ministry of Health Malaysia 
 
Dr Tengku Norita Binti Tengku Yazid is a pathologist based at Hospital Selayang in Batu 
Caves, Selangor. Her area of expertise is in Chemical Pathology. She is currently the Vice 
President of the College of Pathologists: Council 2022 – 2024. Her work with researchers 
on various infectious diseases has resulted in ISI indexed publications and poster 
presentations at numerous scientific conferences. She has also had the honour of being an 
invited guest speaker at seminars and conferences, to share her experiences and 
knowledge. 

11:00-11:45 Plenary Lecture 1: 
Roles of Medical Testing in Enhancing Country's Healthcare Reform in the 21st Century 
Dr Rabindra Abeyasinghe  
World Health Organisation (WHO) Representative to Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam and 
Singapore 
 
Dr Rabi Abeyasinghe is currently working as the WHO Representative and Head of the 
WHO Country Office to Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam and Singapore based in Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia since 22 January 2022. In his position as Head of WHO Office, he leads strategic 
and policy dialogues with ministries of health and partners. 
 
Before assuming his current post Dr Rabi Abeyasinghe functioned as WHO Representative 
and Head of WHO Country Office Philippines till January 2022. He was also acting Director 
Health Security an Emergencies at World Health Organizations Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific (WPRO) based in Manila, Philippines from 30th April 2020 to 21st June 
2020, supporting the regional response to COVID-19. Prior to joining Country Office 
Philippines in 2019 he was Coordinator, Malaria Other Vector borne and Parasitic Diseases 
at WPRO. He has served WHO since 2011 in various capacities including acting Director 
Communicable Diseases WPRO (May to October 2018, May to July 2019), Regional 
Entomologist WPRO and Technical Officer Malaria in CO Papua New Guinea. 
 
Rabi is a Medical Specialist MD (Community Medicine) from the University of Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. Additionally, he has a MSc in Biology & Control of Disease Vectors from the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, and a Diploma in Tropical Medicine & Hygiene from 
the Royal College of Physicians, London. He has nearly 30 years of experience in control of 
vector borne diseases and held several senior positions in the Ministry of Health Sri Lanka 
including Director National Malaria Control Programme and Project Director, GFATM 
Projects. 
 
He is a Fellow of the College of Community Physicians of Sri Lanka and a past President of 
the College of Community Physicians of Sri Lanka. He was a Senior Fellow of the 
Postgraduate Institute of Medicine, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka and Advisory Board 
Chair of the Asia Pacific Malaria Elimination Network. 



11:45-12:30 Plenary Lecture 2: 
Global Infectious Diseases Elimination in the Next Decade  
Prof. Dato' Dr Adeeba Kamarulzaman 
President and Pro Vice Chancellor of Monash University Malaysia 
 
Professor Dato’ Dr Adeeba Kamarulzaman is the Chief Executive Officer of Monash 
University Malaysia and the Pro Vice-Chancellor and President (Malaysia) of Monash 
University Australia. A graduate of Monash University Australia and trained in internal 
medicine and infectious diseases, she established the Infectious Diseases Unit and the 
Centre of Excellence for Research in AIDS (CERiA) at the University of Malaya, the only 
multidisciplinary research centre in Malaysia dedicated to HIV research in the community. 
Adeeba held the position of Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Malaya, from 2011 to 
2019. In this position, her transformational leadership was evident through her robust 
medical undergraduate and postgraduate curriculum reforms. 
 
Prof. Adeeba is also the Immediate Past President of the International AIDS Society. She 
was President of the Malaysian AIDS Council from 2006 to 2010 and, in this capacity, was 
involved in advocating for and overseeing the implementation of community-based HIV 
and AIDS programmes across the country. She remains Chairman of the Malaysian AIDS 
Foundation, a trust that raises funds for HIV prevention, treatment and care programmes 
implemented by the Malaysian AIDS Council. She is presently Vice-Chair of the WHO 
Science Council and Commissioner for the Global Commission on Drug Policy and was 
recently appointed as a Member of the UNAIDS Global Council of Inequality, AIDS and 
Pandemics. 
 
Her achievements have been recognized with several national and international awards, 
including an Honorary Doctor of Laws from Monash University for her contributions to 
medicine and as a health advocate. 

14:00-14:30 The Digitalization Technology Leap: Setting New Healthcare Standards 
Prof. Dr Abdul Aziz Baba 
Vice-Chancellor and Chief Executive Officer, International Medical University 
 
Prof. Dr Abdul Aziz Baba is currently President of the International Medical University 
(IMU) Health Group and Vice–Chancellor/Chief Executive Officer of IMU. He is also 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the International Medical College (IMC). He oversees 
and is responsible for the entities under the IMU Health Group, namely, IMU, IMC and IMU 
Healthcare. As Vice-Chancellor and CEO of IMU, he provides institutional leadership and 
oversight, developing and driving the mission, strategies and direction of the university. 
 
Prof Dr Abdul Aziz has wide experience in medical education. He held various leadership 
positions within the Medical School of University Sains Malaysia (USM), as Dean, Deputy 
Dean and Head of Department of Medicine. He has been a member of the Council of 
Medical School Deans of Malaysia as well as the Malaysian Medical Council from 2006 to 
2013. He is a committee member of the MMC/MQA/JPA Joint Technical Committee and he 
was elected as a Council Member of the Vice–Chancellors of Private Universities Council in 
January 2019. He is also on the technical expert panel (Medicine) for the MQA. 

14:30-15:00 Reformation of Medical Labs through Digitalisation and Healthcare Financing 
YB Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad 
Member of Parliament for Kuala Selangor and Former Minister of Health Malaysia 
 
Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad is a Malaysian politician who has served as the Member of 
Parliament (MP) for Kuala Selangor since May 2018 and from March 2008 to May 2013. He 
served as the Minister of Health in the Pakatan Harapan (PH) administration under former 



Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad from May 2018 to February 2020. Dr Dzulkefly 
holds a bachelor's degree from the University of Birmingham and a master's degree from 
the University of Surrey. He later completed his doctorate in toxicology from the Imperial 
College (St. Mary's Hospital Medical School) in 1993.  
 
Dr Dzulkefly was a lecturer at the Faculty of Medical Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia 
(USM) in Penang (1984-1989) and HUSM, Kelantan (1993-1997). He became a lecturer of 
Islamic civilization at USM (1987-1997). Dzulkefly is a former member of the British 
Toxicology Society (BTS) and the former Asia Pacific Association of Medical Toxicology 
(APAMT). He is also the founder and Chairman of Jaiputra College Management Board, 
Kelantan (1999-2003), the first IPTS fully accredited by the Ministry of Education which 
conducts an integrated course of professionalism and religion. He is also a Consultant in an 
asset management company in Kuala Lumpur (1999-2001), a former Director (2003-2004) 
of a Public-Listed Company (PLC-Main Board). Senior Advisor of a Saudi-owned real estate 
company in Kuala Lumpur (2005-2007). International Education Company director, based in 
Oman (2017- now). 

15:00-15:30 How Artificial Intelligence Changes Pre, Post and Analytical Practices in Laboratory 
Medicine? 
Dr Malay Singh 
Senior Scientist, Computer Vision and Pattern Discovery (CVPD) Group, Bioinformatics 
Institute (BII), Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR) Singapore 
 
Dr Malay Singh is a Senior Scientist at the Computer Vision and Pattern Discovery (CVPD) 
group of the Bioinformatics Institute (BII), A*STAR). His current research focuses on 
applications of image processing, computer vision, machine learning, pattern recognition, 
and mathematical modeling in biological and biomedical image analysis and informatics. 
Prior to joining BII in May 2021, he was a Research Fellow (Post-doctoral) at the 
Computational & Molecular Pathology Lab (CMPL) of Institute of Molecular and Cell 
Biology (IMCB, A*STAR) from May 2018 to April 2021.  
 
He completed his Ph.D. studies in Digital Pathology encompassing Computer Vision and 
Machine Learning problems under supervision of Dr. LEE Hwee Kuan and Prof. SUNG Wing-
Kin, Ken at the Computer Vision and Pattern Discovery (CVPD) group of the Bioinformatics 
Institute (BII, A*STAR) and Department of Computer Science, School of Computing, 
National University of Singapore. 

16:00-16:30 The Role of Big Data Analytics in Digital Health for Pandemic Prevention and Control in 
Asia 
Assoc. Prof. Dr Rosliza Abdul Manaf 
Deputy Dean, Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences, Universiti Putra Malaysia 
 
Dr Rosliza is a public health physician and a medical lecturer, with experience conducting 
community health research in Malaysia, Indonesia, Nigeria, and Saudi Arabia. She has been 
involved in both quantitative and qualitative studies in family health issues, including 
sexual women’s health, family planning, HIV prevention as well as health system research. 
She obtained her MBBS from the University of Malaya in 1997, Master of Public Health 
from Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia in 2006, and her Ph.D. in Public Health from the 
University of Otago, New Zealand in 2015. 
 
She had served the Ministry of Health Malaysia from 1997 to 2009. She has contributed 
significantly in training the undergraduates as well as the postgraduate students for the 
past 10 years and she has played an important role in the development and 
implementation of the training and research programs in the faculty. At the National level, 
she has received regular invitations to collaborate with the Ministry of Health in various 



projects including the National Health and Morbidity Survey in 2016, and currently a 
member of the Country Coordination Mechanism Malaysia. 

16:30-17:00 Genomics: Latest Developments in the Field and Applications 
Dr Kumitaa Theva Das 
Senior Lecturer, Advanced Medical and Dental Institute (AMDI), Universiti Sains Malaysia 
 
Dr Kumitaa is a Senior Lecturer at the Advanced Medical and Dental Institute (AMDI), 
Universiti Sains Malaysia. She spent almost a decade in the US working with some of the 
best minds in the fields of genome editing and HIV/AIDS, where her research focuses on 
using CRISPR as a gene therapy approach for HIV cure. She had the opportunity to travel 
the world and trained by some of the most inspirational researchers, including Françoise 
Barré-Sinoussi, the Nobel Laureate who discovered HIV. Since returning to Malaysia, She 
has also integrated the information learned from working with people living with HIV to 
ensure that gene therapy policies are improved to make it accessible to those in the low 
and middle-income countries. Working hand-in-hand with the International AIDS Society, 
she also spends a portion of her time creating awareness on therapeutic approaches to 
HIV, drawing lessons from those who have been successfully cured. While she serves as a 
consultant and sit on policy-based committees, she also always try to give back to the 
community as knowledge is a powerful tool.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

Harvinder Kaur Lakhbeer Singh started her career as a medical laboratory 

technologist in Medical Microbiology in August 1998. Harvinder's interest in biosafety 

and biosecurity was sparked during the Nipah endemic outbreak, culminating in a 

master's of science degree in Occupational, Health and Safety Management (UUM 

Msc). Harvinder has also undergone training and certification by CRDF Global, and is 

a Registered Biosafety Professional (RBP). Besides, possessing knowledge of many 

quality issues in the clinical laboratory, including ensuring compliance with all 

regulatory requirements, she is also well versed in conducting gap analysis, 

developing, implementing and maintaining a quality management system in the 

laboratory. Her work with researchers on various infectious diseases has resulted in 

ISI indexed publications and poster presentations at numerous scientific conferences. 

She has also had the honour of being an invited guest speaker at seminars and 

conferences, to share her experiences and knowledge. 

Harvinder is also involved in teaching of the medical laboratory technologist students, 

Biomedical as well as Masters of Pathology (M-Path) students.  Harvinder is on the 

working committee of the Occupational Health, Environmental and Safety Services, 

(OSHE) of PPUM. She is also on the working committee of University Malaya’s 

Institute of Biosafety and Biosecurity. 

Harvinder’s credentials also include being appointed on the national level as a 

Committee Member involved in the Allied Health Profession Act for the Medical 

Laboratory Technologist Profession in Malaysia and is a registered HRDF Trainer. 

 

  


